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consequence of the former. We have shown how rash and un-
founded such conclusions generally are. We regret to find that
the author is doubtless of the opinion that in such cases the
last word is said and all has been explained in a satisfactory
way. And in those cases in which the theory proves insufficient
to explain an event or a development, Rosenberg, like all
Marxists, resorts to words that serve as stop-gaps.
He calls it a " miracle " that the middle-class Republicans
could rule France from 1876 to 1879; and that they again
obtained the preponderance in the 'nineties was " unnatural" ;
and quite as " unnatural " was the Liberal Government in
England before the Great War. Now, the words " miracle "
and " unnatural " express nothing more than that these facts
were not in accordance with Marx's theory.
The author likes to give a theoretical form to what is only
a record of facts. He says " Liberalism is the constitutional
form of early capitalism", instead of saying that in some
countries early capitalism was attended by a Liberal constitu-
tion. As such a law does not exist, the author is forced to
admit exceptions, though in some cases the exceptions are
passed over in silence.
When the author describes different political developments
in different countries, he should set forth the reasons for this
difference; why, for instance, was Liberalism powerless to
overcome the influence of the feudal monarchy in Germany
and Austria, as the author states on p. 251 ? The causes would
not be found to have been of a purely economic nature. And
it is clearly no explanation at all when the author says on
p. 276: "The Socialist movement from 1889 to 1914 is the
historical result of the development of the European Proletariat.
This form of the labour movement and no other was bound to
follow from the prerequisites which had formed themselves and
existed in 1889." That is true of all movements and all events
without exception; they are bound to follow from their pre-
requisites or causes; we regret to see the author indulge in
such tautologies*
It is true that the author says on p. 275 : " The answers
to these questions flow naturally from the opinions which had,
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